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Bond
Highlights
The Garland Animal Shelter & Adoption Center
The Garland Animal Shelter & Adoption Center, the most
anticipated project from the City’s record $423.7 million
bond election, is now open at 1902 State Highway 66.
The Animal Shelter ribbon-cutting was the highlight of
the five-site Build Garland Day celebration on Feb. 11.
With the new facility, the City has doubled its
capacity for animals and advanced by decades to
become a premier care-giver in the region. Garland
Animal Services has moved from a tucked-away
location on a back street to a modern presence along
a six-lane highway.
“I can’t be any more proud or pleased with any project
that we’ve done. Ever,” Mayor Scott LeMay said.

And now that the animals are settled and the move
is official, we’re inviting everyone to a housewarming
of sorts. But while the Grand Bonanza will be an
opportunity to tour the new facility, we’re also hoping
some of our guests “hook up” to create a permanent
family connection and home outside the shelter.
The Grand Bonanza will be from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday,
March 19. The shelter’s regular hours are 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
You can Make Your Mark as part of the celebration!
For as little as $100, the shelter will display a brick with
your name, your company’s name or your way to honor
a special person or furry friend. Or you can sponsor a
bench, a kennel or even a meet-and-greet room!
Email ADunphy@GarlandTX.gov to donate.

“

Build Garland Day is a special way to celebrate and to let everyone
know that we are taking action on their requests,” the Mayor said.

Build Garland Day 2022
By the time they reached the Animal
Shelter on Feb. 11, City officials had toured
four other sites that same day, marking
rapid progress in completion of bond
projects approved by voters.
Gale Fields Recreation Center, 1701 Dairy
Road, is the second recreation center to
reopen after bond program enhancements.
Facility upgrades include a new floor in the
basketball gym (pictured left); upgraded
kitchen and equipment; a new shaded
patio; an updated front desk and a roof.
Build Garland Day continued at Dorfman
Park, 701 Spring Lake Drive, where the
playground is among nine where upgrades

are completed. Dorfman's playground
is highlighted by an inviting wooden
lion-shaped climbing structure that is the
only one of its kind in the United States.
Other completed playgrounds can be
found at Bisby, Bob Hall, Douglas, Duck
Creek Greenbelt, Grissom, Lou Huff,
Oaks Branch and White parks. Seven
other playgrounds are under construction.
In all, 25 playgrounds are being renovated
by mid-2023 as part of $117 million
being invested in parks through the
2019 Bond Program.
The ribbon-cuttings also included the fully
renovated Transportation Operations &

Maintenance Facility. The 1950s building
was brought up to all industry standards,
with workspace enhanced to better
accommodate the signal operations and
sign-making processes (pictured lower
left) that keep Garland traffic on the move.
City officials also revisited one of the
original Build Garland Day sites – following
up a 2021 groundbreaking for a new Police
Property & Evidence Building with a tour
of the building under construction. The
City is doubling its capacity for interior
storage and also streamlining evidence
handling and providing a safe and secure
environment for officers.

Senior Center

The Garland Senior Activity Center renovation will provide an upgraded location for seniors of Garland to enjoy social and leisure
activities and human service opportunities. It is currently closed to the public as work on the interior of the facility is in full swing, and
has been completely emptied out so the construction team can start adding the upgrades that will bring the Garland Senior Activity
Center to life!
When work on the facility is complete, it will have a new fitness center, upgrades to the kitchen, lighting, millwork, flooring and front
desk reconfiguration.

For updates on these and all 2019 bond projects, visit BuildGarland.com.
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Pictured, front row, from left: Kim Nurmi,
Managing Director of Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Arts Andy Hesser, Jesse Johnson,
Silvia Froehner, D’Lee Williams,
Dana Lodge, Rhonda McTyre and
City Manager Bryan Bradford. Back row:
Keith Reagan, Deputy City Manager Mitch
Bates, Ziad Kharrat, Rachel Bibby, Heather
Lambert, Brian Gaddis and Matt Grubisich.

Feature

Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Arts Earns State's
Highest Honor
The City of Garland Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Arts Department received the 2022 Texas Gold
Medal Award on Feb. 17.

The Gold Medal Award is the highest honor given
to a City’s park system by the Texas Recreation and
Park Society. It honors departments for excellence
in the field of recreation and park management for
the past three years.
Garland’s entry dates to 2018, when its residents
and City Council embarked on its path to the
2019 Bond Program, which included a $117 million
commitment to recreation facilities, parks and trails.
Council members recognized that such a massive
endeavor would also require strategic planning
and guidance. From 2018-20, the City completed a
comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts
Strategic Master Plan. Also for the first time in its
history, Garland staff initiated a Trails and Bikeways
Master Plan, Cultural Arts Master Plan, Aquatics
Master Plan, Downtown Redevelopment Plan and a
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
tourism assessment.

Staff also sought other funding opportunities.
The City applied for and was awarded a $750,000
local park matching grant for Lottie Watson
neighborhood park development as well as a $1.75
million boating access grant for John Paul Jones
Park and boat ramp improvements. It also accessed
Community Development Block Grant funds for
park projects.
Furthermore, the Garland Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Arts staff launched multiple efforts to
update maintenance standards, acquire muchneeded equipment and operational funds,
improve marketing, grow access to the visual and
performing arts, and introduce new and improved
programs and events.
The Gold Medal award honors excellence in
long-range planning, resource management,
volunteerism, environmental stewardship, program
development, professional development and
agency recognition. The application is a long,
multistep process heavily evaluated by state
officials and peers.

GP&L Resilient During
February Winter Storm
Garland Power & Light is pleased to report successful
operations during the February winter storm as the
utility generated power for the grid and delivered electric
service to its Garland customers.
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“I thank our dedicated employees who not only planned,
maintained and prepared our systems and generating
units for the storm, but also worked around the clock to
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“In total we had only 269 out of 72,000 customers with
storm-related outages, with the outage times averaging
about an hour and a half,” General Manager and CEO
Darrell Cline said. “The storm coated trees with ice,
creating the potential for tree branches to break off.
However, a relative few fell onto our power lines, for which
I credit our proactive, year-round tree trimming program.”
GP&L’s available power generating units at the Olinger
Power Plant ran throughout the event, and the utility’s
substations and transmission infrastructure held strong.
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CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULE

DISTRICT 2 TOWN HALL
to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 31
• 6Central
Library, 625 Austin St.

All meetings are at City Hall, 200 N. Fifth St.
City Council Work Sessions

broadcast – 6 p.m. Feb. 28, March 14, April 4, and April 18
• Live
• Rebroadcast the following Tuesday, Thursday and Friday – 9 a.m., Wednesday and Thursday – 7 p.m.

Join Council Member Deborah Morris for an
informative come-and-go event that will include a
slideshow, live background music by harpist Haley
Hodson, take-home handouts and snacks.

City Council Regular Meetings

broadcast – 7 p.m. March 1, March 15, April 5, and April 19
• Live
Rebroadcast
the following Wednesday – 9 a.m., Friday – 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday – 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
•

This State of the District review will include
the status of the Downtown and Square
redesign project, the new Garland Animal
Shelter & Adoption Center, street repairs, park
improvements, the Central Library, the Garland
Senior Center, crime statistics, COVID-19 and
neighborhood programs.

Plan Commission

– 7 p.m. March 16, March 28, April 11, and April 25
• Meetings
• Meetings will be rebroadcast the following Tuesday, Thursday and Friday – 9 a.m.
Meetings are broadcast at GarlandTX.gov via livestreaming and on-demand, and on CGTV with several
rebroadcasts during the week of the meeting.

For more information, call 214-273-4387 or email
Council2@GarlandTX.gov.

CGTV Listings

Channel 16 (Spectrum), Channel 44 (Frontier) or Channel 99 (AT&T U-verse), GarlandTX.tv
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Scott LeMay
972-205-2400
214-794-8904
Mayor@GarlandTX.gov
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B.J. Williams
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
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Deborah Morris
214-273-4387
Council2@GarlandTX.gov
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Jeff Bass
469-831-5620
Council1@GarlandTX.gov

Substantial population growth in
some districts required changes be
made to Council district boundaries
in 2021. You may now reside in a
different City Council district.

Keep up
with the latest
public meetings.
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Rich Aubin
972-325-2529
Council5@GarlandTX.gov

30
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Robert Vera
469-782-4482
Council6@GarlandTX.gov

Receive public meeting agendas in your inbox.
1

Visit GarlandTX.gov.

2 Click on the “Public Meeting Agendas” link.
3 Click on the blue “Subscribe” button.
4 Select the agendas you want to receive.

Dylan Hedrick
Mayor Pro Tem
469-560-6099
Council7@GarlandTX.gov

Robert John Smith
469-223-4723
Council8@GarlandTX.gov

Meetings are broadcast at GarlandTX.gov via
livestreaming and on-demand, and on CGTV with
several rebroadcasts during the week of the meeting.

CGTV Listings

Channel 16 (Spectrum), Channel 44 (Frontier) or
Channel 99 (AT&T U-verse), GarlandTX.tv

2022
Council
Elections
Visit dallascountyvotes.org for
voting times and locations.

The City of Garland will hold a General Election
on Saturday, May 7 to elect City Council
members for Districts 1, 2, 4 and 5. The last day
to register to vote in this election is April 7.
April 26 is the last day to receive an application
in person for a ballot to be voted by mail. Early
voting by personal appearance begins April 25
and ends May 3.
The polls will be open on election day from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Garland residents now have the
convenience of county-wide voting and may
vote at any polling location in Dallas County on
May 7.

The Garland Chamber of Commerce will host
a forum for candidates for City Council and
Garland Independent School District Board
of Trustees. The forum will be at 7:15 a.m.
Wednesday, April 13, at Dallas College - Garland
Center, 675 W. Walnut St.
Texas is holding a March 1 primary election for
U.S. House of Representatives and state seats
including the governor, Senate and House
representatives, and judges. Polls are open from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 1.

The following individuals had filed for a place
on the Garland General Election ballot:

District 1

Jeff Bass

District 2

Trayc Claybrook
Koni Kaiwi
Deborah Morris

District 4

B. J. Williams

District 5

Jon Dehn
Cle Kimble
Margaret Lucht

City News

Make Your Mark Awards
and State of the City
Garland’s Emergency Management and Public Health departments were
presented the third annual Make Your Mark awards on Jan. 25 as part of Mayor
Scott LeMay’s State of the City address.
The Mayor noted the efforts behind the City’s response to COVID-19, starting
in 2021 with mass vaccination events at Johnson Stadium, then pinpointing
other areas of need with popup clinics, extended hours and countless updates
to the City Council and community. The Garland Public Health Department
administered more than 48,000 doses of the vaccine, LeMay said.

Welcome to the City
Chief Building Official

Brita Van Horne (pictured left) joined the City of Garland
on Feb. 28 as Chief Building Official to oversee the
Building Inspections and Code Compliance departments.
She replaces Jim Olk (pictured below), who retired from
the City in January after 38 years in public service. In
addition to his years as building official for the cities of
Garland, Farmers Branch and University Park, Olk served
as president of the Building Officials Association of Texas
and the North Texas chapter of the International Code
Council. He is also the mayor of the City of Lucas.

“At some point this year, Health and Emergency Management have touched
every resident, every business in Garland,” LeMay said.

Mayor Scott LeMay and City Manager Bryan Bradford
praised Olk for his role in the City’s response to the 2015
and 2019 tornadoes.

Among other points of emphasis in the 40-minute State of the City discussion
were continued rapid progress on the 2019 Bond Program, the City’s response
to the 2021 winter weather emergency, its investment in streets and the
continued excellence of its first responders.

“He was trying to make it as easy as possible for people
to navigate our government processes at their worst
time,” LeMay said.
For the past eight years, Van Horne
has served several roles at the City of
Arvada, Colorado, including Chief Building
Official, Deputy Director of Community
and Economic Development, and Deputy
Director of Public Works.
Prior to joining Arvada, Van Horne worked
in various municipal, county and state
building department roles as a building
official, plans examiner and inspector.
She also is a past president of the Iowa
Association of Building Officials and
former member of the Iowa Plumbing and
Mechanical Licensing Board.

To see the Mayor’s full presentation, go to GarlandTX.gov
and click “City Videos.”

She holds 26 certifications from the
International Code Council, including
Master Code Professional and Certified
Building Official.
March-April 2022 Garland City Press
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Neighborhoods
& Development

Neighborhood
Vitality Matching
Grant Applications
Due March 23

The Neighborhood Vitality Matching Grant program enables registered neighborhood groups,
both voluntary and mandatory, to apply for funds for physical enhancement projects in publicly
accessible spaces. These projects encourage neighbors to work together to create plans unique
to their neighborhood while boosting a sense of pride and ownership.
Applications should be submitted to the Office of Neighborhood Vitality by Wednesday,
March 23. Letter of intent forms, applications and guidelines can be downloaded at
GarlandNeighborhoods.org.

Questions?

Contact us at Neighborhoods@GarlandTX.gov or 972-205-2445.
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STATE HIGHWAY 66

The Texas Department of Transportation has started pavement repairs on
State Highway 66, from First Street east to the city limits at Rowlett Creek.
Lane closures will take place in both directions throughout the course of the
six-month project.
Meanwhile, work continues on both the $1.7 billion LBJ East project to widen
and improve Interstate 635 and areas near the interchange between I-635
and Interstate 30.
Farther east on I-30, at Garland’s connection to Lake Ray Hubbard, is another
$142 million project to add frontage roads over the lake. The frontage roads
will connect from Bass Pro Drive to Dalrock Road. The rebuild of the Dalrock
intersection in Rowlett is also part of that project.

Subscribe to Street Talk,
a monthly enewsletter
containing street
project updates.

WHAT'S BEING

BUILT THERE?
Garland is buzzing with new development.

Street.GarlandTX.gov

Taking It
to the Streets
Projects scheduled to begin in March/April

1
3

Coming soon at 1717 Lookout Drive is a data
center expansion.

Under construction at 536 Davidson Drive is
a multifamily development consisting of 107
dwelling units.

2

A

Cascade Drive, Cumberland Drive to Dairy Road
Street reconstruction

B

Duck Creek Drive, Broadway Boulevard to Centerville Road
Concrete street repair

C

Coming soon at 1850 S. Shiloh Road is an O’Reilly Auto Parts.

D

1

Ridgewood Drive, Cumberland Drive to First Street
Street reconstruction
Tealwood Circle/Tealwood Place alley, Elmwood Court to
Tealwood Circle
Alley reconstruction

Ongoing projects
E
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F

E
J
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K

Elmwood Court/Tealwood Circle alley, Elmwood Drive to
Tealwood
Alley reconstruction

H

Field Knoll Drive, Clover Valley Drive to south end
Street reconstruction

I

Lynn Drive, Armstrong Drive to Taylor Drive
Street reconstruction

J

Mayfield Avenue, Centerville Road to Saturn Road
Street reconstruction

K

Oates Road, Broadway Boulevard to city limits
Concrete street repair

L

Rolando Drive, Fifth Street to Miller Road
Street reconstruction

M

Shiloh Road, Buckingham Road to Walnut Street
Concrete street repair

Texas Department of
Transportation Projects

N

Taylor Drive, First Street to Lynn Drive
Street reconstruction

B
H

635 East

SH66

More information about the project
can be found at 635east.com.

Story Page 6

Club Meadow Drive/Country Club Parkway alley,
Centerville Road to Country Club Parkway
Alley reconstruction

G
2
3

Carroll Drive, Douglas Drive to Glenbrook Drive
Street reconstruction

March-April 2022 Garland City Press
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LANDFILL GAS TO
ENERGY PAYMENT

City Services

It’s only been a few months since natural gas created
by the decomposition of waste at the Hinton Landfill
started flowing through the Garland Renewables plant to
be cleansed for redistribution to homes and businesses
throughout North Texas.
But already, the cash is flowing too. With a $342,379.40
check presentation at the Jan. 18 City Council meeting,
Garland officially turned a liability into an asset.
Morrow Renewables President Luke Morrow presented
the City with its first cut of the profits.
“The City of Garland would spend in excess of $100,000
each year to capture, collect and control the gas created
at the landfill,” Hinton Landfill Director Chris Hoofnagle
said. “We’ve turned the tables.”
The key was finding a partner, Morrow Renewables, that
had mastered the technology to separate the reusable
elements of landfill gas. The company built its Garland
Renewables plant on the landfill site and adjacent to a
direct connection into the Atmos pipeline.
The check is Garland’s percentage of the sale of gas to
Atmos. The proceeds are earmarked for the federally
mandated fund set aside for the eventual closing and
perpetual monitoring of the landfill.

Public Health
Grants Program

The Public Health Access Enhancement Program seeks to increase community
health accessibility by linking available resources and by continuing the support
for ongoing COVID-19 vaccine activities.
The program’s social workers connect with providers and other resources within
Garland to help reduce the burden on the 911 system.
In a recent success, the Garland Fire Department referred a family that was
having trouble getting medical treatment due to extended wait times and
missing medical records. The program was able to assist in getting a June 2022
appointment moved up to December 2021. This quick appointment provided
the necessary documentation and a referral to a cardiologist so the patient’s
medical needs could be addressed.
The program is housed in the Carver 2 building, 232 Carver St., and
can be reached by phone at 972-205-3900 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Its employees (pictured above) include:
Sonia Sanchez – Department Coordinator
Susan Cannon – Grants Manager
Melissa Sullivan – Social Worker, MeSullivan@GarlandTX.gov
Martha Esqueda – Case Manager, MEsqueda@GarlandTX.gov
Brandon Santos – Vaccine Outreach Coordinator
Kelsey Espinoza – Vaccine Outreach Coordinator
Colin Ashby – Intern with Texas Tech
The department is funded through grants from the Texas Department of Health
and Human Services.
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CALL 811
Before You Dig
Remember to call 811 at least two working days before
starting any yard project that involves digging.

Texas Smartscape
Plant Smarter. Plant Natives.

Texas SmartScape® is an award-winning gardening program that educates
homeowners about the benefits of using landscaping plants, trees, shrubs and
grasses native to this region and its local climate. Using native and adaptive
plants conserves water and reduces the amount of fertilizers, pesticides
and herbicides. All of this saves money and helps keep chemicals out of our
streams, rivers and lakes.
The txsmartscape.com interactive database allows you to search SmartScapeapproved plants that are the right fit for any yard. The landscape design tool
walks pros and first-timers alike through the entire landscaping process.

811 is a free service that connects you to professional line
locators who will mark the locations of all buried utility
lines. Whether installing a new fence, laying a patio or
planting a tree, always call 811 before you dig.

It’s easy to use — simply select options from a dropdown menu under the
following categories: Region, Plant Type, Light Requirement, Ornamental
Color, Wildlife Value, Blooming, Deciduous or Evergreen, Water Demand, Plant
Form, Plant Spread and Plant Height.

Visit Texas811.org for more information.

Water System Chlorine
Maintenance – Routine
Hydrant Flushing
Annually, our water supplier, the
North Texas Municipal Water District,
temporarily changes the way it
disinfects our drinking water. The
change will occur from March 1
through March 29 to prepare the
system for the heat and high demand
of the spring and summer months.
During this time, some customers
may notice a stronger taste and smell
of chlorine. It is important to note
that the quality of our water remains
safe for all uses, including drinking.
To help quickly move the water through our system and offset any changes in taste and odor,
you may notice several areas around the city where fire hydrants are being flushed.
The yellow boxes next to the hydrants are used to dechlorinate water before it enters the
storm drain system. This protects our streams and creeks. Flushing operations are happening
in all parts of Garland. Sometimes it’s visible from the street. Other locations are internal to
the system.
View a map of our flushing program and find out more information about this program
at GarlandWater.com. To learn more about annual chlorine maintenance, visit
ntmwd.com/temporary-change-in-disinfectant.

After you make selections, a list of plants that meet your criteria will be
retrieved from the database.

Visit txsmartscape.com for more information.

Spring Is Here!
BRUSH SEASON

For a lot of folks that means weeding and prepping beds for flowers with
spring colors, laying out fresh sod, and pruning spring blooming trees, shrubs
and vines. And garages need cleanup too.
To help, Garland Sanitation proudly offers weekly brush and bulky goods
collection. Make sure bags of leaves, grass or any other items that are placed
for curbside pickup weigh less than 40 pounds each.
The 40-pound weight limit also applies to wood flooring, siding, wood and
sheet rock, all of which should be bagged or boxed. Bags exceeding 40
pounds are likely to rip and tear, creating a mess and potentially injuring
service employees.
Broken glass should also be placed in a labeled box for pickup.
Brush may be placed on the curb at any time, but bulky items may only be
placed curbside on the day before collection. The location should be 4 feet
away from the mailbox, electrical and cable boxes, phone pedestals, sprinkler
heads, overhanging limbs or other stationary obstructions.
Clean brush is mulched and offered to Garland residents at no cost at the
Transfer Station and the Hinton Landfill. If brush is mixed in with other bulky
items, all of the material has to go to the landfill.

For more information, visit
GarlandTX.gov/483/Brush-Bulky-Goods.
March-April 2022 Garland City Press
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City Services

Sanitation Collection
Tips and Tricks

Whether you are new to Garland or a long-time resident, it can sometimes be confusing to know
the correct placement for items at the curb or in the alley.
Here are a few things residents can do on collection days to make trash, recycling and bulky
collection a breeze for everyone:

GP&L Power Outage
Reporting Options
Garland Power & Light customers can report
power outages by text message. Report
a power outage by texting OUT or your
account number to 972-205-4000.
After reporting the outage, you will receive
a confirmation text message from GP&L.
Reply STATUS to this message to receive an
update, such as when the outage has been
recorded in GP&L’s system or when a crew
has been assigned.
Customers can also call 972-205-3000 to
report an outage over the phone. During
times of high call volume, the report will
be taken by the automated voice response
system. Text-reported outages and those
recorded by the automated system are
recorded directly into GP&L’s outage
management system.
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•

•

•

Make sure the lid completely closes after
placing bagged trash and loose recycling
inside the cart. Leaving trash or recycling
outside the container delays service,
attracts pests and can result in litter.
Trash or recycling left outside the
container will not be collected.
On collection days, make sure trash
and recycling carts are pulled away from
fences or walls by at least 4 feet to avoid
damage. Without 4-foot clearance,
equipment operators are not able to
collect your cart due to the high risk of
property and equipment damage.
Our trucks are big, and some alleys are
pretty tight. Do not place carts directly in
the alley or street. The end of your
driveway is the best location.

•
•
•

•

Due to safety concerns and access
limitations, trash and bulky items placed
behind vehicles will not be collected.
Place carts with the wheels facing the
home rather than the street. Doing this
keeps the lid intact.
Make sure only clean and dry plastic,
aluminum, steel, tin, paper and cardboard
go into blue recycling carts. If you have
excess recycling materials that do
not fit in your container, bring them
to our Residential Recycling Center,
1426 Commerce St.
Paint, light bulbs, batteries, chemicals
and other household hazardous waste
cannot be collected. Please drop off
these items for free at the Dallas County
Home Chemical Collection Center,
11234 Plano Road.

By doing our part and following these few simple tips, we can help
make Garland a cleaner, greener place to live, work and play.
To learn more about the City’s solid waste and recycling programs,
call 972-205-3500 or visit GarlandTX.gov/Sanitation.

Carbon Monoxide
Safety
ARE YOU READY FOR
SEVERE WEATHER?

Spring is upon us and spring storms are sure to follow. But severe weather can happen any time,
in any part of the country.
Severe weather can include hazardous conditions produced by thunderstorms, including
damaging winds, tornadoes, large hail, flooding and flash flooding. Listen to local news or get
a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather radio with Specific Area
Message Encoder (SAME) technology to receive immediate weather warnings specifically for
your area.
The Office of Emergency Management wants you to be prepared. One way you and your family
can stay safe is to know what to do when you hear the sirens.
Q: Does the Outdoor Warning System cover 		
all of Garland?
A: Although a majority of the city is covered,
the answer is NO. The sirens were
strategically placed to maximize coverage
and reach individuals in designated
outdoor areas when dangerous conditions
exist. Most sirens are located in outdoor
gathering locations such as parks,
ballfields and the mall.
Q: Why can’t I hear the sirens in my house?
A: The Outdoor Warning Sirens are intended
to get the attention of those outdoors
to tell them to seek shelter and additional
information about conditions. For indoor
audible and visual alerting, obtain a NOAA
radio, which provides warnings
immediately when they are issued.
Subscribe to the Garland Alert System
for automated calls, GarlandTX.gov/Alerts
or 972-781-7272. Siren activations may
be a few moments delayed as the siren
system activates.

Q: Why are the sirens sounding?
A: The Outdoor Warning System could be
activated for many reasons, including:
tornado warning issued by the National
Weather Service, damaging sustained
winds in excess of 70 mph, confirmed
reports or imminent hail larger than 1.75
inches, or ANY emergency where officials
want to get people indoors for their
safety. If the sirens are sounding at noon
on the first Wednesday of the month, it
is likely a test of the Outdoor Warning
System. Siren test notifications are on
GarlandTX.gov/OEM and social media.
Q: What should I do when I hear the sirens?
A: Seek sturdy shelter immediately and
seek additional information about what
the emergency is and what protective
actions you should take. If severe weather
is the threat, make your way to an interior
room, away from windows and exterior
walls, and turn to a trusted weather
source for more information.

More preparedness information and FAQs about the Outdoor Warning
System can be found on the Office of Emergency Management’s
website at GarlandTX.gov/OEM.

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odorless,
colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas,
propane, oil and methane) burn incompletely. In the home, heating and cooking
equipment that burn fuel can be sources of CO.
alarms should be installed in a central location outside each sleeping
• CO
area, on every level of the home and in other locations where required
by applicable laws, codes or standards. For the best protection,
interconnect all CO alarms throughout the home. When one sounds,
they all sound.

• Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and mounting height.
• Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
your local fire department’s non-emergency number to find out what
• Call
number to call if the CO alarm sounds.
CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according to the
• Test
manufacturer’s instructions.
audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. If the battery is
• Iflow,thereplace
it. If it still sounds, call the fire department.
alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air location outdoors
• Ifortheby anCOopen
window or door. Make sure everyone inside the home
is accounted for. Call for help from a fresh air location and stay there until
emergency personnel declare that it is safe to re-enter the home.

you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately after
• Ifstarting
it. Do not run a vehicle or other fueled engine or motor indoors,
even if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running
vehicle is not covered with snow.

and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove
• During
and fireplace are clear of snow buildup.
should be used in a well-ventilated location outdoors away
• Afromgenerator
windows, doors and vent openings.
• Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.

HOME HEATING EQUIPMENT

Have fuel-burning heating equipment and chimneys inspected by a professional
every year before cold weather sets in. When using a fireplace, open the flue for
adequate ventilation. Never use your oven to heat your home.

FACTS

A person can be poisoned by a small amount of CO over a longer
period of time or by a large amount of CO over a shorter amount
of time.
In 2010, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated 80,100
non-fire CO incidents in which CO was found, or an average of
nine calls per hour.
March-April 2022 Garland City Press
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Events at
the Library
All Garland libraries will be closed
Sunday, April 17, for Easter.

Children/Families
SPRING STORYTIMES
Through April 30
All libraries

CENTRAL LIBRARY

Baby Storytime (birth-18 months)
9:30 a.m. Tuesdays
Toddler Storytimes (18-36 months)
10 a.m. Mondays
Preschool Storytimes (3-5 years)
11 a.m. Tuesdays
Tiempo de Cuentos en Español
6:15 p.m. Wednesdays/los miércoles

•
•
•
•

NORTH GARLAND BRANCH LIBRARY
Baby Storytime (birth-18 months)
10 a.m. Fridays
Toddler Storytimes (18-36 months)
11 a.m. Fridays
Family Storytimes
6 p.m. Thursdays
Play and Learn (Educational Playtime (ages
0-5 years)
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays

•
•
•
•

SOUTH GARLAND BRANCH LIBRARY
Baby Storytime (birth-18 months)
10:15 a.m. Fridays
Literacy in Motion (18-36 months)
11:15 a.m. Fridays
Zoom into Kindergarten (3-5 years)
10:15 a.m. Wednesdays
Family Storytimes
6 p.m. Thursdays

•
•
•
•

WALNUT CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY
Family Storytimes
6:15 p.m. Tuesdays
The first storytime of each month will be
bilingual.

•

CENTRAL LIBRARY

625 Austin St., 972-205-2517

NORTH GARLAND
BRANCH LIBRARY

3845 N. Garland Ave., 972-205-2804

SOUTH GARLAND
BRANCH LIBRARY

4845 Broadway Blvd., 972-205-3933

WALNUT CREEK
BRANCH LIBRARY

3319 Edgewood Drive, 972-205-2585
12
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Young Audiences
LITTLE ART EXPLORERS

(AGES 0-5)
4 p.m. Saturdays, March 5 and April 2
South Garland Branch Library
Supports early child development by
integrating activities that build motor
skills, increase vocabulary, improve symbol
recognition and encourage emotional
awareness. Focuses on the process of making
art rather than the end product.

•

DIVERSE ART

(AGES 6-12)
2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 19
Central Library
Learn about African American artist Alma
Woodsey Thomas, Cuban-American artist
Carmen Herrera and Singaporean artist Han
Sai Por. Make art inspired by these women.
Registration is required and begins March 5.

•

RECYCLED SCULPTURES

(AGES 6-12)
2:30 p.m. Saturday, April 16
Central Library
Use recycled cardboard tubes and other
materials to create unique cardboard
sculptures to celebrate Earth Day. Registration
is required and begins April 2.

•

Teen Audiences (AGES 13-17)

(AGES 6-12)
11 a.m. Saturdays, March 19 and April 16
North Garland Branch Library
Explore science and engineering concepts
while completing hands-on STEAM
(science, technology, engineering and math)
projects. Registration is required and begins
March 5 and April 2 respectively. March
project: Domino Reactions. April project:
Squishy Circuits.

•

CANVAS & COOKIES

(AGES 6-12)
4:30 p.m. Saturday, March 19
South Garland Branch Library
Children of all ages and their caregivers are
invited to snack and paint. Each month will
feature a different painting. Registration is
required and begins March 5.

•

MIDDLE GRADE MAKERS

(GRADES 4-8)
2:30 p.m. Saturdays, March 26 and
April 30
Walnut Creek Branch Library
Fun, hands-on STEAM activities. Registration
is required and begins two weeks prior to
event date. March project: Intro to Coding
with Swift Playgrounds. April project: Solarpowered paper house.

•

STEAM LABS

(AGES 6-12)
1 p.m. Saturdays, March 26 and April 23
Central Library
Stations featuring activities on a centralized
theme. Attendees may take home any project
they complete. March theme: Spring. April
theme: Easter.

•

Local immigration attorney Tanille Royston
will present an information session about the
process of obtaining a green card.

CITIZENSHIP 101

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 20
•
Central Library

Local immigration attorney Tanille Royston
will present an information session about the
citizenship process.

ADULT CRAFT WORKSHOP
5 p.m. Thursday, March 3
•
North Garland Branch Library

Craft: Cherry Blossom Tote Bags. All supplies
provided. Registration is required.

MEET & CRAFT

Bring your own supplies and knit, crochet,
weave, cross stitch or embroider in a social
setting where skills are shared; work on a
community project determined by the group.

•

STEAM LABS

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 23
•
Central Library

4 p.m. Saturdays, March 12 and April 9
•
South Garland Branch Library

NATIONAL LEARN ABOUT
BUTTERFLIES DAY

(AGES 6-12)
2:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 15
Walnut Creek Branch Library
Celebrate National Learn about Butterflies
Day (March 14) and construct wearable
butterfly wings.

GREEN CARDS 101

ADULT CRAFT WORKSHOP
TEEN ADVISORY BOARD

p.m. Thursdays, March 10 and
• 6:30
April 14

Central Library
Make a difference in the community and earn
volunteer hours. Attend a meeting to apply
and discuss future library events, services and
materials for teens.

TEEN BATTLE BOTS

5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 3
•
Central Library

Teens learn about engineering while creating
their own Art Bot! After construction, teens
will use their bots to create a unique piece of
art. Registration is required.

5 p.m. Thursday, April 7
•
North Garland Branch Library

Craft: Wool Easter Eggs. All supplies provided.
Registration is required and begins March 24.

MASTERPIECE REDUX:
VINCENT VAN GOGH
4 p.m. Saturday, April 9
•
Central Library

Adults can learn about artist Vincent Van
Gogh and use acrylic paint to recreate the
Post-Impressionist style for which he is
known. All supplies provided. Participants
should wear clothes that are appropriate for
painting. Registration is required and begins
March 26.

Seniors (AGES 55+)

TEEN AFTER HOURS

6:30 p.m. Saturday, April 16
•
South Garland Branch Library

Library mini golf and snacks after the library
closes. Registration is required and begins
April 2.

Adult Programs (AGES 18+)
ESL CONVERSATION CLASSES

6 p.m. Mondays through April 25
•
Central Library
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays through April 26
•
South Garland Branch Library

Improve general English skills in a casual
setting. Practice conversation skills, build
vocabulary, learn about American culture and
meet a diverse group of people.

STORYTELLER ELIZABETH ELLIS
2 p.m. Thursday, March 17
•
Central Library

MARIACHI ARRAIGO DE AMERICA
2 p.m. Thursday, April 21
•
Central Library

Mariachi Arraigo de America is an eightmember band featuring multiple string
instruments. For this performance, three band
members will play a variety of traditional and
modern music. Mariachi Arraigo de America
es una banda de ocho miembros con múltiples
instrumentos de cuerda. Para esta actuación,
tres miembros de la banda tocarán una
variedad de música tradicional y moderna.

BOOK CLUB
p.m. Thursday, March 17
• 6:30
“A Gentleman in Moscow”
by Amor Towles
6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21
“The Lincoln Lawyer”
by Michael Connelly
South Garland Branch Library
Discuss the selected titles with library
staff. No registration required.

•

ROMANCING THE BOOK CLUB
p.m. Tuesday, March 8
• 6“Bombshell”
by Sarah MacLean
p.m. Tuesday, April 12
• 6“Animal
Magnetism” by Jill Shalvis
South Garland Branch Library
Discuss the selected romance titles
with library staff. No registration
required.

EVERY BODY YOGA

2 p.m. Fridays through April 29
•
Central Library

Adults can learn the basics of yoga from a professional yoga instructor.
Attendees must provide their own blanket, towel or yoga mat and are
encouraged to exercise within limits of their abilities and fitness levels.

Computer Classes / Clases de Computadora
Participation is free and open to adult Garland residents.
Registration is required and begins two weeks before each class.
El registro empieza dos semanas antes de cada clase y es gratuita y está abierto
a los residentes adultos de Garland.

GETTING ON THE INTERNET
2 p.m. Monday, March 21
•
Central Library

INTRO TO MICROSOFT WORD
2 p.m. Monday, April 4
•
Central Library

INTRODUCCIÓN A
MICROSOFT EXCEL

10 de marzo a las 3:30 p.m.
•
Biblioteca Central

GOOGLE DOCS PARA
PRINCIPIANTES

24 de marzo a las 3:30 p.m.
•
Biblioteca Central
Call 972-205-2502 to register.
Llame al 972-205-2502 para registrarse.

Visit Library.GarlandTX.gov or follow the library on Facebook for
the most up-to-date programming, information on what library
services are currently available, and access to downloadable
materials and online resources.
@GarlandLibraryTX
March-April 2022 Garland City Press
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SPRING RAIN
BARREL SALE

Quality of Life

Are you interested in harvesting free rainwater to supplement your outdoor
water supply and to help keep your plants hydrated and healthy?
For a limited time, the City of Garland Water Utilities Department is offering an
opportunity to purchase rain barrels at a discounted price.

THE EGG SCRAMBLE
6 p.m. Wednesday, April 13
•
Ages 10 and younger

Carter Softball Complex at Audubon Park
550 W. Oates Road
Egg hunt is free. Concessions will be available for purchase.
Visit GarlandParks.com or
call 972-205-2771 for more information.

Preservation Society
for Spring Creek Forest
2022 City Nature Challenge
April 29 – May 2
An international celebration of nature in
and around urban areas! Participants will
utilize iNaturalist.org to record and analyze
observations. Visit Spring Creek Forest during
the four-day challenge to participate, have
fun and learn about the flora and fauna close
to home. Go to springcreekforest.org for
more information including a map of trails
throughout the Preserve. Go to iNaturalist.org
to download the app.
SPEAKER SERIES
(VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM)
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 1
Ignacio Pujana, paleontologist and associate
professor at the University of Texas at Dallas,
will speak on fossils of Spring Creek and the
North Texas region.

•
•

7 p.m. Tuesday, April 5
Carol Clark, regionally acclaimed botany
enthusiast and preservationist, will talk
about the wildflowers of Spring Creek.

• 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 3
Jeremy Jordan, who recently conducted
a fish survey of Spring Creek within
the Preserve borders, will discuss the
methodology and results.

To receive monthly event announcements,
email barbara_baynham2005@yahoo.com.
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Quantities are limited and ordering will
close Tuesday, April 5, so get your order
in soon!
All orders must be picked up by
customers. There will be no home dropoffs. Please bring a vehicle large enough
to carry your order on pickup day.
The Ivy rain barrel comes with everything
you need to assemble, collect and
use rainwater. Multiple barrels can be
purchased and easily daisy chained with
no added parts or cost. All components
are included with your purchase, even a
6-foot overflow hose!
Pickup Dates: Tuesday, April 19, and Wednesday, April 20
Pickup Hours: 3 to 7 p.m.
Pickup location: 2343 Forest Lane

For more information, setup instructions and to place an
order, go to rainwatersolutions.com/products/garlandtx.

MONTHLY WORK SESSIONS
Meet at 1770 Holford Road
Break into teams and work on projects such as
removing invasive plants, picking up trash and
maintaining trails.
9 a.m. Saturday, March 5
Our Fourth Annual “Death to Privet”! We will
clear as much privet as humanly possible for
two hours and then admire how much space
is cleared for the dormant native plants to
reclaim their place in the Preserve.

•

• 9 a.m. Saturday, April 9

GUIDED NATURE WALKS
Meet at 1770 Holford Road
2 p.m. Sunday, March 27
Paleontologist Ignacio Pujana will lead the
walk to try to find fossils.

•
•

2 p.m. Sunday, April 24
Matt Grubisich, City of Garland Parks Director,
will lead a walk to see his favorite trees.

For last-minute information or updates on all events, check
Facebook or our website, SpringCreekForest.org.
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Through a cooperative purchase, the
classic black, 50-gallon Ivy rain barrel is
being offered for $78 each (normal retail
price is $129).

Title Sponsor

Giveaway Sponsor

Visit garlandchamber.com to learn more.

Events from the Arts
Granville Arts Center
300 N. Fifth St.

Tickets: GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com, 972-205-2790 or at the door.

GARLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

GARLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

7:30 p.m. Friday, March 18
•
Madeline Adkins (pictured left), violinist,

7:30 p.m. Friday, April 15
•
Ryan Estes, oboist (pictured left),

and Juan Carlos Lomonaco (pictured right),
guest conductor

and Pascual Osa (pictured right),
guest conductor

Dallas Ballet Company
“EN AVANT”
3 p.m. Sunday, March 6
This annual dance event features works by renowned
choreographer Christina Ghiardi (pictured right).

Check your PlayGuide at GarlandParks.com
for more listings at each recreation center.

events
Recreation Center

•

FYI FOOTBALL SKILLS

•

5 to 6:15 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays, March 2-30
Ages 8 to 16, $150 per person
Audubon Recreation Center
342 W. Oates Road
Learn the basic fundamentals of the
game including throwing, catching,
rules and football positions.
972-205-3991 or ARC@GarlandTX.gov

ART WALK
5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, March 10
FREE ADMISSION
Local visual artists display and sell their amazing
creations in this fun, market-style event with
youth art activities and Scoop N’ Buns!

•

Garland Civic Theatre
“SOMETHING ROTTEN”
Fridays-Sundays, March 11-27
Set in 1595, the story follows the Bottom brothers,
Nick and Nigel, who struggle to find success in
the theatrical world as they compete with the wild
popularity of their contemporary, William Shakespeare.

•

SPRING BREAK CAMP

a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
• 8Friday,
March 14-18

Plaza Theatre
521 W. State St.

MAKE YOUR MARK LIVE CONCERTS
8 p.m. Friday, March 11
Local recording artist Aladeen (pictured left)

•

PLAZA CLASSIC MOVIES - Free and open to the public
7 p.m. Saturday, March 19
7 p.m. Saturday, April 16
“The Pink Panther”
“The Maltese Falcon”

•

•

Ages 7 to 12, $80 per person
Bradfield Recreation Center
1146 Castle Drive
Beat springtime boredom with days
packed with exciting games, sports, and
arts and crafts projects.
972-205-2770 or BRC@GarlandTX.gov

VOLLEYBALL

a.m. to noon Saturdays,
• 10:15
March 5-26

•

Cleaning and safety protocols are being followed at the Granville Arts Center
and Plaza Theatre. Each facility is cleaned thoroughly before and after
each production.

vary, Mondays, Wednesdays
• Times
and Saturdays, March 5-26

Ages 5 and up, $60 per person
Granger Recreation Center
1310 W. Avenue F
Learn the fluid movement of kicks,
punches and jumps while adding other
martial arts for well-rounded physical
fitness and self-defense training.
972-205-2771 or GRC@GarlandTX.gov

SEWING CAMP

to 4 p.m. Monday through
• 1Thursday,
March 14-17

Ages 9 to 16, $129 per person and $25
supply fee payable to instructor
Holford Recreation Center
2314 Homestead Place
Create a succulent pillow, pin
cushion and banner.
972-205-2772 or HRC@GarlandTX.gov

ESL FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS

Ages 7 and up, $45 per person
Fields Recreation Center
1701 Dairy Road
Develop fundamental ball-handling
abilities including passing, serving,
setting, blocking, spiking and defense.
972-205-3090 or FRC@GarlandTX.gov

THROWBACK THURSDAY MOVIES - Free and open to the public
7 p.m. Thursday, April 21
“Twister”

p.m. Thursday, March 24
• 7“Back
to the Future”

BLAKEY TAE KWON DO

to 7:15 p.m. Tuesdays,
• 6:15
March 1-29

Ages 11 and up, $30 per person
Hollabaugh Recreation Center
3925 W. Walnut St.
Las lecciones incluyen palabras
comunes que se usan en el
supermercado, restaurantes, durante
emergencias y más.
972-205-2721 or HHRC@GarlandTX.gov

Register now!

Visit PlayGarland.com or call your
local recreation center for more events.

@PlayGarland
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Connect with Us!
Garland eAssist
Report issues, get information and submit
questions online or through an app on your
smartphone. Visit GarlandTX.gov and click
on the eAssist button or download Garland
eAssist from your app store.

Garland City Press Briefs
This weekly enewsletter is sent each Sunday
evening and contains reminders and updates
about City-sponsored events and activities.
Register on the City’s website. Look for the
Enews link.

Social Media
The City is active on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and Nextdoor.
Check these out by visiting GarlandTX.gov
and see what interests you most!

GarlandTX.gov
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